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A combined Work and Regular Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale was 
held in the Municipal Building at 500 West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New Jersey on June 13, 2024.  The 
meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Wilczynski.   
 
Linda Cervino, the Municipal Clerk, read the open public meetings statement: “In compliance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act, the notice requirements have been satisfied.  The meeting dates for the year are 
confirmed at the Annual Meeting, are posted on the public bulletin board in the Municipal Building and 
on the Borough Website, published in The Record within the first 10 days of the New Year, and copies are 
sent to The Ridgewood News and Star-Ledger. Notice of this meeting by the June 5, 2024, Sunshine Notice 
was sent to The Record, The Ridgewood News and Star Ledger and has been posted on the public bulletin 
board in the Municipal Building and Borough website.” 
 
On Roll Call, the following were present:  Councilman Joseph Daloisio, Councilwoman Liz Homan, 
Councilwoman, Susanne Lovisolo, Councilman Tyler Yaccarino, and Mayor Amy Wilczynski.  Councilman 
O’Connell and Councilpresident Matthew O’Toole were absent.  A quorum was met.   

  
The following were also present:  Tom Bouregy, Borough Attorney’s Office; Alison Altano, CFO, BA; 
Linda Louise Cervino, Municipal Clerk; Michael Dillon, Police Chief and John Gil, Director of 
Communications.   

 
Mayor Wilczynski led the salute to the flag. 
 
PRESENTATION:   
   
Proclamation:  A proclamation recognizing the contributions of Board Workers and Super Board 
   Workers. 
 
Mayor Wilczynski read the Proclamation into the record: 
 
 

PROCLAMATION  
RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BOARD WORKERS AND SUPER BOARD WORKERS FOR 

NEW JERSEY ELECTIONS 
 
 WHEREAS, the integrity and efficiency of elections in the State of New Jersey depend significantly 
on the dedication and hard work of Board Workers and Super Board Workers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, these individuals are entrusted with the crucial responsibilities of setting up polling 
stations, assisting voters, managing voting equipment, and ensuring the orderly conduct of the voting 
process; and 
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 WHEREAS, Board Workers and Super Board workers demonstrate a commendable commitment to 
public service by working long hours, often under challenging conditions, to facilitate the democratic 
process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, their unwavering dedication ensures that elections are conducted fairly, transparently, 
and in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations, thereby upholding the fundamental principles 
of democracy; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the exceptional resilience and adaptability of Board Workers and Super Board Workers 
have been particularly evident during recent elections, where they have successfully navigated 
unprecedented challenges, including the implementation of new health and safety protocols in response to 
the global COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contributions of Board Workers and Super Board Workers are essential to 
guaranteeing that every eligible citizen's vote is cast and counted, thereby ensuring that the voices of the 
people of New Jersey are heard; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Amy Wilczynski, Mayor of Allendale, do hereby proclaim and recognize 
the invaluable service and dedication of Board Workers and Super Board Workers in the Borough of 
Allendale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey; 
 
 AND FURTHER, I urge all citizens to join in expressing our deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
these individuals for their essential contributions to our democratic process. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Borough of 
Allendale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey to be affixed this 13th day of June 2024. 

 
 
AGENDA REVIEW: 
 
Mayor Wilczynski reviewed the agenda which included a second reading of Resolution 24-140,  
Introductions to Ordinances 24-07 and 24-08 and the Consent Agenda.    
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 
 
No one came forward. 
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SECOND READING OF RESOLUTION: 
 
RES 24-140:   Authorization To Amend The Dates of The Mayor & Council Meetings For 2024. 
 
The first reading of Resolution 24-140 was first read on May 23, 2024 and a copy of this Resolution was sent 
to The Record and posted on the municipal bulletin board in the lobby.  
 
Motion by Councilman Daloisio, second by Councilwoman Homan that Resolution Number 24-140 be and 
is hereby approved on first reading. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilman Daloisio: aye  Councilman O’Connell: absent 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: absent 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 

  
(See Resolutions 24-140 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 24-07: 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Lovisolo that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on first reading 
and setting June 27, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters can be heard as the date and time 
and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance. 
Second by Councilwoman Homan. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 

 
ORDINANCE #24-07:  AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF THIRD STREET, 
BOROUGH OF ALLENDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND 
CONVEYING SUCH VACATED LANDS TO CRAIG JOHN FOSTER AND LESLIE VIENNA 
FOSTER, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AS THE ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS. 

 
On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 
Councilman Daloisio: aye  Councilman O’Connell: absent 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: absent 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 

 
(See Ordinance 24-07 attached and made a part hereof) 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 24-08: 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Lovisolo that the following ordinance be introduced and passed on first reading 
and setting June 27, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matters can be heard as the date and time 
and the Council Chambers of the Allendale Municipal Building as the place for a hearing on said ordinance.  
Second by Councilwoman Homan. 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the title of the ordinance into the record: 
 

ORDINANCE 24-08:  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF A CERTAIN LAND TO 
CRAIG JOHN FOSTER AND LESLIE VIENNA FOSTER, HUSBAND AND WIFE, OF 146 PARK 
AVENUE, ALLENDALE, NEW JERSEY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13. 
 

On a roll call, the vote was record as follows: 
 
Councilman Daloisio: aye  Councilman O’Connell: absent 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: absent 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 

 
(See Ordinance 24-08 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Motion by Councilman Yaccarino, second by Councilman Daloisio that the Consent Agenda be and is 
hereby approved. 
 
On a roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
Councilman Daloisio: aye  Councilman O’Connell: absent 
Councilwoman Homan: aye  Councilman O’Toole: absent 
Councilwoman Lovisolo: aye  Councilman Yaccarino: aye 

 
(See Resolutions 24-155 through 24-171 attached and made a part hereof) 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
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Council Committee Reports 
 
Councilman Tyler Yaccarino  - Facilities, Parks and Recreation.  Councilman Yaccarino stated he would 
like to suspend his official report for this evening; however, he would like to express his gratitude to our 
Armed Force members, past and current.  He’s happy to be part of this celebration of you all this evening 
for the second year in a row.   
 
Councilwoman Susanne Lovisolo - Finance, Human Resources, Administration and Information 
Technology, Land Use and Construction Code and Council Liaison to Library Board.  Councilwoman 
Lovisolo stated that the Land Use Committee will have its meeting next Thursday morning at 8:30 a.m. at 
borough hall.  Our agenda is already filling up.   
 
The Finance, Admin, and HR Committee, went from meeting weekly, if not daily, in the lead up to the 
introduction and approval of our budget and then our contract negotiations.  I also want to take a moment 
to commend our borough hall team.  Another great election.  Thank you, Linda and John, from our Clerk’s 
Office, our Finance Department, our Building Department.  We have a really great group of people who are 
exceedingly helpful with whatever our residents need, and I just want to thank them all.   
 
Regarding the Lee Memorial Library, they are very pleased to announce that they have a brand-new website 
which is very user-friendly.  It has a fresh updated look and it’s easy to navigate.  It features easy access to 
their catalog, your library account and event calendar.  They also have information concerning their 
collections including museum passes, borrowing beyond books and digital resources.  Their on-site services, 
such as notary, ESL tutors, printing and copying.  Check out their brand-new website.   
 
Thank you to all of you who are here tonight.  A special message to all who serve in our Armed Forces, our 
Veterans, and your family members.  Gary Sinise, I heard, was recently interviewed about the work he does 
and his life’s mission to support the men and women who serve and defend our country.  I think we’re all 
familiar with the Gary Sinise Foundation and the many honors that Gary has received, but what I’ve found 
fascinating by the interview was him talking about the reason he even started this foundation.  I just want 
to share that real quick with all of you.   
 

“After the attacks on September 11th, my heart was broken.  As fear crept in as to what the future 
would hold for our country, I needed to do something to help calm that fear, to help that broken 
heart.  There’s a healing power in service work and I know where my freedom comes from.  It comes 
at a cost.  We don’t have a draft for the military or first responders.  They volunteer for the freedoms 
we all get to enjoy and the safe communities we live in.  With every ounce of energy within me, I 
will continue to try and do my part to ensure that we always remember where our precious freedom 
comes from and that the sacrifices made to protect that freedom are never forgotten or taken for 
granted.  This is a great country.  We have a lot to be thankful for.  In these turbulent times, it’s easy 
to forget that.  I’m truly a grateful American.”   
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Councilwoman Lovisolo stated that she’s also a grateful American and I want to thank all of you who serve, 
protect, and defend.  We owe you our eternal gratitude.  Thank you. 
 
Councilwoman Liz Homan - Second to Finance, Human Resources, Administration and Information 
Technology and Public Works & Public Utility.   Councilwoman Homan stated that she feels like since 
there are so many residents of Allendale attending tonight, she does want to state the obvious that there’s 
an awful lot of work going on in Allendale on the streets.  Much of that has to do with Veolia who is doing 
digs at any homes that do not have their connection to our watermain identified as to what material it is.  
It’s to fulfill the lead and copper rule and, so, I, personally, am so grateful that Allendale did vote to sell the 
system to Veolia because to undertake that project is enormous.  So, I know it is inconvenient to all of us 
and we do have the county paving going on at Franklin Turnpike, but all of those lines needed to be dug up 
to check and see what they were beforehand.  So, again, apologies to everybody for the traffic challenges, 
but it is all for the good purpose of ensuring that every home is free from lead or galvanized connections.  
If they are found, Veolia will, free of a direct charge, facilitate the change of the line into a homeowner’s 
home.  I had it done at my house, and it was very smooth.  Again, thank you for your patience.  We do 
continue to work on some outstanding items on the sale of the water.  Veolia still has some monies, but we 
are working well together and with the government entities, Green Acres, and the like to resolve that.  
 
As far as sewer updates, I will reserve it for the next council meeting.   
 
Thank you to each one of the individuals that have served and are currently serving in the military and to 
your family and your friends that support you.   
   
Councilman Joseph Daloisio – Councilman Joseph Daloisio - Public Works & Public Utility 
Councilman Daloisio stated he wants to echo everything that the council people have said tonight.  I’m very 
appreciated and thankful for every who has served and continues to serve.  Our Armed Forces are something 
that’s very special to me, to our nation, our first responders.  Thank you to all of you for being here tonight 
and celebrating with us.  This is a very special day for all of us to be able to do this.  Thank you for being 
here.   
 
The DPW committee met today.  Some of the things that DPW is working on is preparing for the “Dine 
the ‘Dale”.  They are going to be cleaning downtown tomorrow.  Our superintendent has been assessing 
potholes around the borough with our borough engineer.  He’s preparing some more roads for possible 
paving repairs.  We’re going to try to start a program to do a little bit every year to get those back up to 
where they need to be.  He’s investigating a service that has equipment that comes and scans the roads and 
gives a printout.  He has a presentation coming to see what the cost is and what kind of software it is, so 
we’re going to take a look at that.  More to follow on that.   
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As usual, Andy has been addressing our residents’ issues.  I think he’s been very responsive.  He’s been very 
courteous.  If anyone has any issues, please don’t hesitate to contact the DPW.  He is keeping a list.  He only 
had two calls these past few weeks, which is good, but that varies.   If you see something, say something.   
 
Ray Frasier of the DPW retired.  We had a nice lunch for him.  Now that our contract is settled, we do have 
two new seasonal employees that are coming on.   They are on our consent agenda.  We are advertising for 
replacement employees.  DPW performed some repairs in our library.  They are almost complete.  
Assessment of our baseball fields are ongoing.  We are trying to bring those back up to the standards of 
where they used to be years ago.   They are usable, but there’s a lot more work to be done.  More to follow 
on that.  Crestwood is up and running.  Routine maintenance and the water quality is being monitored on 
a regular basis.  We replaced the diving board that was found to be damaged.  The drain cleaning that was 
performed on Orchard and Crescent continues.  Those roads typically flood.  I think the cleaning that’s 
been done and will continue to be done has mitigated the closures and the amount of flooding.  It seems 
like the water is moving faster and getting out quicker.   
 
Last summer or fall, we did a dirt giveaway.  We do have a big pile of woodchip mulch that’s down by the 
DPW.  We’re going to plan another free day for residents to come down and help themselves with 
woodchips.  Take all you want.     
   
Councilman O’Connell – Second to Facilities, Parks and Recreation 
Councilman O’Connell was absent 
 
Councilpresident Matthew O’Toole - Public Safety Committee 
Councilpresident O’Toole was absent.   
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Linda Louise Cervino, Municipal Clerk, stated: 
 
I would like to thank the Allendale Police Department, the Fire Department and DPW for their assistance 
on Election Day as well as my staff in the clerk’s office.  I would also like to thank the board workers and 
super board workers for their exceptional service on Election Day.  Your dedication, hard work and 
attention to detail were pivotal in ensuring a smooth and efficient voting process.  From setting up the 
polling stations to assisting voters and managing the flow of the day, your efforts did not go unnoticed.  
Thank you.   
 
Alison Altano, CFO/Business Administrator stated the estimated tax bills for the third quarter of 2024 were 
mailed out yesterday.  Final bills will be mailed once we receive the final rate from the county.  At the end 
of June, we will have an intern from Northern Highlands Regional High School, Gabriel Kay, joining us for 
the summer.   
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He’s highly interested in municipal government and is eager to learn more about the inner workings of the 
borough, which will include his attendance at our Mayor and Council meetings.  We’re very excited to 
have him be a part of the borough for the next few months.   
 
We are currently looking for a full-time Administrative Assistant in our clerk’s office.  The ad has been 
posted.  If anyone is interested, you can send your resume my way.  I just want to thank those who have 
and continue to serve our country.   
 
John Gil, Director of Communications, stated that he’s compiling the June newsletter.  Please get me 
anything by tomorrow.  It was great working with the clerk’s staff during the elections.  It was a long day 
and everyone did well.  The board workers were fantastic.  I was down at the firehouse all day checking in 
and they were fantastic.  We can’t do elections without board workers.  Contact the clerk’s office if 
interested.   
 
To all the armed forces, thank you for all you do. 
 
Tom Bouregy, Esq. of Wiss & Bouregy, Municipal Attorney  
Mr. Bouregy has nothing to report.     
 
Mike Dillon, Police Chief, reserves any formal report. 
   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Wilczynski stated that 210 West Crescent Avenue, the Allendale Community Center is coming 
along.  There’s going to be a walkthrough tomorrow and I’ll do another video.  I think some of the walls 
are going to come up so the residents will really get a good feel for the different rooms.  Our project manager, 
Chuck, is in the audience today.  He’s been invaluable to the Borough of Allendale.  Thank you, Chuck, for 
all your work. 
 
I’ve had two mayors’ meetings since our last council meeting.  They all focus on fair share housing.  I will 
be speaking about Fair Share Housing a lot.  I think it’s very important that everybody educates themselves 
on this mandate that’s getting passed out to Allendale.  We are most likely looking at potentially 1,000 units 
that we’ll have to build in Allendale if the projected numbers are correct.  Saddle River is proposing 400 
units literally right on our border and they want to use our sewer line.  We have formed a team, hired 
experts for guidance and we’re going to try to preserve Allendale the way that we all know and love it. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ANY MATTER:   
 
No one came forward. 
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PRESENTATION: 
 
A. Proclamation:  Armed Forces Day 
 

Mayor Wilczynski stated that we are here today to honor and praise the work of all these young men 
and women who are in the military service, at home and overseas.  These kids are so courageous and 
brave, and their service is so vital to the security of our nation and the ultimate goal of peace.  On behalf 
of myself and the rest of the council we are so happy to be able to celebrate you all for the second time 
in Allendale.  We plan on carrying this forward.  I’ve been working with military moms, Jenn Winters 
and Joanne Hart and Military Dads, Joe Hart and Dan Winters and I’d really like to thank them all for 
their help in all of this.  I want to thank them for their help in all of this.  I’d like to thank our staff for 
the wonderful decorations in the council chambers for Armed Forces Day.     

  
    Mayor Wilczynski read the proclamation into the record: 
 

Proclamation in Honor of  
ARMED FORCES APPRECIATION DAY 

 
WHEREAS, the armed forces of the United States serve as a unified team, at home and across the 

seas, in the pursuit of a durable peace; and 
 
WHEREAS, our military members do not swear allegiance to an individual, group, or political 

party.  Their oath is to the United States Constitution.  By bringing together people from different races, 
religions, and sexual orientations and melding them into a cohesive fighting force, our military 
embodies the promise of our democratic experiment; and  

 
WHEREAS, the sacrifices that such members of the United States Armed Forces and of the family 

members that support them, have preserved the liberties that have enriched this nation making it 
unique in the world community; and 

 
WHEREAS, we are here today to celebrate as Armed Forces Day for those American men and 

women in uniform who serve selflessly to preserve democracy and freedom at home and around the 
world in times of war and peace, and, 

 
WHEREAS, since 1949, the third Saturday of May has been proclaimed Armed Forces Day by the 

President of the United States and Commander-In-Chief. Calling all Americans to remember those who 
gave their lives in defense of freedom and to honor the men and women of all of our Armed Services 
who have served and are now serving our Country, together with their families. 
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NOW, THEREFORE we, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Allendale, NJ, do hereby 
recognize ARMED FORCES APPRECIATION DAY as a special day to show appreciation for our 
Military and encourage all citizens to display flags, ribbons, and/or personal messages to show their 
gratitude throughout the year. 

 
B. Guest Speakers:   

Tim Latterner - Retired US Army Officer and FBI Special Agent and Former Allendale Police 
Officer.  Mayor Wilczynski stated, Tim was listed in the US Army from 1983 to 1985.  He was a US 
Army Commissioned Officer from 1987 to 1990.  Combat veteran in a Panama invasion from 1989 
to 1990.  Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.  He also attended the following military 
school.  Airborne, Ranger, Pathfinder and he was assigned to the Second Infantry Division, Korea, 
Paratrooper, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  Tim was an agent in the FBI for over 20 years.  He was an 
instructor responsible for firearms, defensive tactics and tactical training.  He has trained swat teams, 
military law enforcement as well as civilians.  Always in service he recently provided free training 
to Allendale residents and businesses in an active shooter preparedness seminar.   

 
 Tim Latterner stood up and presented a speech.   
 

Mr. Latterner thanked Amy and the town council for having him come here tonight.  It’s a privilege 
and honor for me to recognize those brave men and women who have served, will serve in the future 
and are currently serving.  It is really an honor to see that the town is coming out to show support 
for those brave warriors that are overseas and state side trying to preserve democracy and freedom 
for all of us. 
 
Freedom requires a level of sacrifice to protect, and we’ll never know.  I can tell you the brave men 
and women who have served they know what it takes.  They know what it’s about.  It can get bloody 
in combat, and it also can become very, very difficult even at peacetime upon deployment and things 
like that.  Not only do they sacrifice, but their family’s sacrifice and their loved one’s sacrifice.  So, 
to show them support from the communities that they come from is truly inspirational and 
motivational for them.  I only know that because I had the privilege of not only serving as a listed 
soldier, but in leading our troops and, in further, leading them in combat right where the mission is 
to really stop really bad people from doing really bad things to really good people.  That’s really what 
it comes down to.  To increase the survivability of our most precious asset, which is our people.  That 
is what it is all about.  They understand that sacrifice and it’s great to know that they know that 
there’s support for them from all the towns that they come from.   
 
Freedom is something that’s enjoyed by all, but it is earned by few.  Those are the few who are 
willing to stand up and defend this great country and continue for all of us to enjoy the freedoms 
that they’re willing to sacrifice everything for.  We saw that on Memorial Day.   
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People who gave the ultimate sacrifice.  It is super critical that the mayor and council do events like 
this because young soldiers overseas, it means the world to them because they want to get back to 
where they came from.  They want to make sure it’s the same place they left.  It’s truly an inspiration 
to see everybody here tonight.   
 
I started my career as an enlisted soldier.  Some of the unique things that I saw about community 
was, my first assignment was in the 2nd Infantry Division many years ago when the Olympics were 
going on.  I saw that there’s North Koreans and South Koreans and the South Koreans were so happy 
to have us there because they enjoyed their freedom.  They enjoyed the democracy they had.  That 
is what these brave men and women who are serving now, will serve and served in the past 
understand.  I went to Fort Bragg and had the tremendous responsibility leading soldiers in combat 
as far as when we invaded Panama to unseat Dictator Manuel Noriega from the atrocities he was 
committing on his own people.  I saw firsthand the people of Panama City.  The people of Rio Hato.  
The people of Tocumen.  Very similar to the people of Mahwah, Ramsey, Ho-Ho-Kus and Allendale.  
They wanted their freedom.  And who was there to give them that freedom and protect them was 
our brave men and women who continued to do it, had done it historically and will always do it in 
the future and now as we stand here.   
 
When I left the military, I became a police officer right here in Allendale.  So, I understand the 
community and I give a great shout out to Mike Dillon and all the members of the Allendale Police 
Department that I was proud to be a part of.  To all our emergency responders, our Fire Department, 
our Ambulance Corp because that’s why people can sleep at night.  Because they’re out there doing 
what they need to do to keep you safe.   
 
Once I left the police department, I went to the FBI.  I was fortunate enough to get in and spend 27 
years there.  I will tell you that the nine years on our tactical team, I deployed to places where I’ve 
seen really violent things.  What mankind can do to other mankind is incredible.  I deployed to 
African during a bombing in Kenya and Tanzania and I saw those people just screaming for support 
for help.  And who was there to supply it, the brave men and women of the FBI embedded with the 
brave men and women of the military.  I saw that first-hand.  They were victims.  Then we deployed, 
which will mean a lot to many people here on Armed Forces Day, which we’re celebrating, I 
deployed to Yemen for the bombing of the USS Cole.  17 soldiers killed that day.  We were going to 
make retribution for those soldiers that were lost.   
 
I think what we all remember is the sacrifice, not only in combat, but in peacetime.  They understand 
that.  9-11 happened.  I was down there that morning.  I saw people jump from the buildings, in the 
smoke, in the soot, and trying to get people out into a safe area.  That day we lost two squad members 
and many, many police officers.  We are still losing brave Americans from 9-11 related illness almost 
23 years later.  Those are the brave men and woman.  That’s the American spirit that places like 
Allendale showing their support of community means a tremendous amount.   
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Because that is why they do what they do.  They do it for the person to their left and right.  But they 
also do it for you, the community.  That they so want to have the same freedoms and democracy 
that they enjoyed when they were here.  Kudos again to all of you for being here.   I will tell you 
that was what motivated a lot of Americans to enlist when 9-11 happened.  I deployed as an FBI 
swat guy embedded with the Navel Special Warfare Unit and we went up along the Pakistani border 
and we targeted high value targets.  Our goal was we’re never going to allow this to happen on our 
shores again. 
 
To know that this group who supports them is tremendously important.   
 
Freedom requires a level of sacrifice to protect that we’ll never know, but everyone here knows.  
That’s why you’re sitting here.  I truly appreciate what the Mayor and Council did tonight.  I truly 
appreciate all of you, folks, for coming here.   
 
Thomas Hart- Lieutenant US Navy – Mayor Wilczynski stated Lieutenant Hart currently serves as 
an United States Navy Helicopter Pilot based in San Diego, California.  He received his commission 
through the Navy ROTC program at the University of Notre Dame and completed flight school at 
Naval Air Station, Whiting Field, in Milton, Florida.  He is currently a member of Helicopter 
Maritime Strike Squadron Seven One (HSM-71) at Naval Air Station North Island, serving as a 
division officer and flying the MH-60 Seahawk.  The Navy’s primary anti-submarine and anti-
surface warfare helicopter.  The Raptors of HSM-71 will deploy onboard the Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln in support of the carrier strikes groups, Western Pacific deployment 
this summer conducting strategic deterrence and freedom of navigation operation.   
 
Thomas Hart stood up and presented a speech.   
 
I am Tommy Hart.  I’d like to first start off with saying thank you for the privilege of getting to speak 
in front of you all.  I am also honored and humbled to follow Mr. Latterner.  Growing up in 
Allendale, Mr. Latterner’s career was something that I’d heard of and, ultimately, was a factor and 
inspired me to grow up to join the service.   
 
To the town council, thank you for having me out here today.  I would like to let you know that 
what you do, serving in advancing the support of service members, veterans and their families in 
Allendale does not go unappreciated.  Any note or message that a soldier, sailor, airmen, or marine 
gets from their hometown means a lot.  If it’s someone that’s overseas, people who are just living far 
from home, getting that message from home really brings you back to why you’re serving and what 
you do what you do to protect the American way of life and the way life that we know so well in 
Allendale, New Jersey.   
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I’m here to talk about Challenge Coins.  An Allendale Challenge coin is in the works.  In the US 
Military, the origin myth of the challenge coin comes from a story about a WWI pilot who was shot 
down in Germany.  His only possession was a Bronz Medallion with his squadron’s insignia on it.  
He’s captured by the Germans.  He’s held behind enemy lines.  And, ultimately, he escapes.  Returns 
to the French Lines and they challenge him.  They question his identity.  They say, who are you, 
you’re a German Spy.  And the only way he verifies identity is with a challenge coin bearing his 
squadron’s insignia.  With that, it saves his life ultimately proving he is who he claims he is.     
 
Today, military commands often create challenge coins with their unit insignia and their virtues, 
what they stand for.  These coins are awarded to individuals as a token of individual achievement or 
an award at the end of a tour for an individual.  The coins are also generally collected and then 
traded between people as a form of currency.  On a ship you can have challenge coins traded for 
patches or anything, really.   
 
Lieutenant Thomas Hart explained the rules that correspond to having challenge coins.   
 
Lieutenant Thomas Hart presented the Mayor and Council with challenge coins as a thank you for 
everything they do for US service members, families, and veterans.   

 
C. Certificate of Commendation 
 
The following families were presented with a Certificate of Commendation and pictures were taken. 
 

• Lieutenant Thomas Hart - United States Navy 
• Tim Latterner United States Army - Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 
Mayor Wilczynski called up the Joe Hart and Dan and Jenn Winters to present Certificate of 
Commendations, a car sticker for Allendale military families as well as Blue Star flags to the newly 
discovered families and explained what a Blue Star Flag is.  It’s red with a white border and a blue star.  It’s 
an official banner authorized by the Department of Defense for families who have members serving in the 
United States Armed Forces.   
 
The following were called up and pictures were of those who are present: 
 

• Ensign John Keough - United States Navy 
• Sergeant Kyle Davidson - United States Army 
• Captain Joan Colloton-Dalo - United States Army 
• Sergeant Israel Serbie - United States Army 
• Lt. Colonel Adam Grey - United States Army National Guard 
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Mr. Hart called the names of those who are serving.  If they were in attendance, they approached and 
accepted their sticker and medals. 

 
Tim Latterner United States Army - Federal Bureau of Investigation was called up to receive a Challenge 
Coin. 
 
Joe Hart thanked everyone for being here.   
 
Down in Paterson, there is a military-assistance food pantry.  There’s a whole bunch of veterans that need 
our assistance.  Food security and getting their life back on track.  We went down to this food pantry, and 
it was stocked but it was in a tiny room.  The woman there told us that two weeks prior there was no food 
in there.  So, when we do this happy hour, we’re going to do it as a get-together and make it social at the 
Allendale Bar & Grill.  Bring two bags of food and whoever wants to come down to the pantry with us, it’s 
a great experience.  Thank you, Counsel, for having us tonight.   
 
Mayor Wilczynski said that we started this as an event to honor everybody but, really, now, it’s going to be 
a community of support for the kids as well as the parents.  That’s why we really want to keep everybody 
together.  AB&G donated the sandwiches that are next door.  We’re going to have a celebration.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, on a motion by Councilman 
Daloisio, second by Councilwoman Lovisolo and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________________     06/27/2024   
Linda Louise Cervino, RMC       Date Approved 
Municipal Clerk 


















































































































































